become identifiable, their transfer from person to person may be explained by simple wafting, perhaps from victim to doctor to accused. Awareness of this hazard should lead to the taking of proper precautions.
In the course of his survey of fibre evidence Dr Nigel Watson (Forensic Science Unit, University of Strathclyde) referred to the Wayne Williams multiple child murder case in the USA. After much closely argued cross examination, the court accepted that green acrylic fibres of unusual appearance originating from a carpet linked several of the bodies. The
Letters to the Editor
Preference is given to letters commenting on contributions published recently in the JRSM. They should not exceed 300 words and should be typed double-spaced.
Value of emergency cardiac enzymes: audit in a coronary care unit
We read with interest the audit of emergency cardiac enzymes in the coronary care unit by Lewis et al. (July 1991 JRSM, p 398) , and agree that urgent creatine kinase (CK) measurements are required in the management of acute myocardial infarction (AMI).
It has been recognized that in acute myocardial infarction, electrocardiography (ECG) provides the most convenient and reliable method for diagnosis'. Over 80% of patients with acute myocardial infarction have abnormal ECG changes on presentation''. Twenty to 25% of patients with AMI will present with non specific or normal ECG's3, and these patients require biochemical tests to substantiate the diagnosis. We conducted a study on a group of patients admitted with chest pain into our coronary care unit, to determine how to provide a better cardiac enzyme service. It included 41 patients who had blood taken on admission, 2, 4, 6, 8, 12 and 24 h. Total creatine kinase (CK) was assayed the next day on the Cobas Bio, using the Randox CK NAC-activated kit, serial electrocardiographs (ECG) were done daily. Twelve of these patients were diagnosed as unstable angina with no ECG changes and their serial CK results The history of Cushing's disease
We read with interest the account by Medvei on the history of Cushing's disease (June 1991 JRSM, p 363 ). This review is accurate and covers the topic from the origin to the discovery of ectopic ACTH syndrome in the early sixties. However, some additional information is required to make the story complete. An important omission was the failure to quote the report by Itsenko. This Russian physician reported in an obscure journal in 1924 the case of an obese and hirsute patient with pituitary enlargement and
